DAILY BIBLE STUDIES 

"SALVATION EXAMINATION”   

SELECTED SCRIPTURE
MAY 21 – MAY 27, 2006

THE LORD'S DAY – Lord willing, we will begin our verse by verse study of 1 Peter next Lord’s Day, but this week we are going to take an examination, “Salvation Test.”  We will be looking at some things the Bible has to say about those who are truly saved, born again.  Brother Bob O’Leary, a pastor friend in Jamestown, sent me this outline some time ago and I would like to use it for our Bible Study and sermon this week.  We are going to take a glimpse at each of these “questions” and compare our lives to God’s’ Word and see if you pass the test.  Read 2 Corinthians 13:5-6. 

What principles in these verses are applicable to your life today? 

Suggestion for prayer: Ask the Lord to examine you by His Word and Spirit this week, and to do a work in your heart and life as needed.

MONDAY – 1. Do you enjoy fellowship with God and Christ?  (1 John 1:2-3, 5:1)  True fellowship means more than social relations and acquaintance.  As we have said many times before fellowship (Greek-koinonia) means partnership, participation, and speaks of “shared life”.  Are you one who enjoys a shared partnership with God and Christ?  2. Are you sensitive to sin in your life?  (1 John 1:8-10, 1 Timothy 1:13-15, Romans 7:24)  If you love and enjoy fellowship with Christ you will see the sin in your life and be affected by it.  A true believer has this attitude of hatred and misery over their sin and they are not casual or flippant about things that offend Holy God. 

What principles in these verses are applicable to your life today?

Suggestion for prayer: Ask the Lord to reveal to you whether or not you are in fellowship with Him and ask Him to help you have a proper attitude toward sin. 

TUESDAY – 3. Do you obey the Scriptures?  (1 John 1:6, 2:3)  Is your life marked with obedience to God’s Word and His commands?  Real Christians obey Christ and we walk in (practice) obedience to Him and His Word.  4. Do you reject this evil world? (1 John 2:15, 5:19)  We need to examine what we really love.  A believer loves God while an unbeliever loves this world and its system.  Either you’re a child of God and love Him and desire to be free from the sinful contamination of the world, or you are a child of Satan and are actually devoted to and have affection for the world and its system, philosophy, and “wisdom.” 
What principles in these verses are applicable to your life today?

Suggestion for prayer: Ask the Lord to help you evaluate your obedience and loves and to stir your heart to love and obey Him above all else. 

WEDNESDAY – 5. Do you love Christ and eagerly await His return?  (1 John 3:2-3, Philippians 3:20-21)  The believer who loves and obeys God, sees his sin and longs for the return of Christ so that Christ is exalted and glorified, and all believers are made (conformed) like Christ.  We eagerly await that that ultimate conformity, being glorified in Christ.  6. Do you love other Christians?  (1 John 2:9, Ephesians 3:14-19)  Even as believers we are all imperfect and therefore we are prone to have disagreement and preferences in certain areas of life and doctrine.  But, genuine Christians love one another with fervent love because we are brothers and sisters in Christ.  This is not to say we don’t exhort and admonish one another.  We do live out the “One Anothers” in Scripture, but they are all done under the umbrella of love for one another. 

What principles in these verses are applicable to your life today?

Suggestion for prayer: Ask God to help you love as He loved and that He would build in us an eager anticipation of His return for His glory.

THURSDAY – 7. Do you see a decreasing pattern of sin in your life?  (1 John 3:4,10)  If we are true believers in Jesus Christ we will see a progression in our sanctification.  This is not to say we are perfect, but as we are maturing in our Lord Jesus we will have growth and see the victory over sin in our lives become more prominent.  8. Do you receive answers to your prayers?  (1 John 3:22, 5:13-15)  As we grow in Jesus and we come before Him in prayer with requests according to His will, we are told by Christ Himself that we will see those prayers answered (John 16:23-24).

 What principles in these verses are applicable to my life today?  

Suggestion for prayer: Ask God, like the psalmist, to examine you today and see if there be any wicked way in you and then do business with the things that the Spirit  of God reveals to your heart and mind. 

FRIDAY – 9. Do you experience the ministry of the Holy Spirit?  (1 John 4:13-14, 2:27, 1 Corinthians 2:10-12, Galatians 4:6, 5:22)  If God, through the Holy Spirit, resides in you, there will be the evidence in your life of His work and ministry as He works in you for His glory and pleasure.  10.  Can you discern between spiritual truth and error?  (1 John 4:1-3, 4:5-6,       1 Thessalonians 5:21)  We also will have a growing discernment of what is right if we are saved as the Holy Spirit teaches us through His Word.  A double-minded and unstable man should beware for he may very well not be a child of God.  God develops wisdom and discernment in His children as they grow in Him. 

What principles in these verses are applicable to your life today?

Suggestion for prayer: Even as believers we are not above falling to error, but pray that God will work in your life to help you develop a sensitivity to His Truth. 

SATURDAY – 11. Have you suffered on account of your faith?  (1 John 3:13, 1 Corinthians 4:13, Philippians 1:27-28)  Jesus told the genuine believer that they would have trouble and be hated by the world.  Examine yourself and see if you have been hated and persecuted by those who are blinded to God’s truth.  We are not to be ugly and mean, but we will be perceived that way with hatred from those who don’t really love Jesus and belong to Him.  These eleven questions are not an exhaustive list by any means, but they are a test “proof positive” of things that will be evident in the life of a child of God. 

What principles in these verses are applicable to your life today?

Suggestion for prayer: Ask God to reveal to you through His Word where you truly stand with Him.  If you are a believer, ask God to help you walk in the Spirit, and be controlled by His Word.  If you are convicted by the Spirit of your lost condition cry out to Jesus, in repentance of sin and faith, to do His saving work in your life by His grace.

